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Editor's Note: 
 
Welcome to the new format of the Newsletter.  
Sadly, Bob Grant (former Convenor) is unable to 
continue with the development and presentation 
of this Newsletter.  The former assistant editor, 
Bob Grant (of Bulleen) has now taken this role. 
Suggestions on format, articles, any ideas at all, 
are most welcome.   
E-mail:   rwgrant@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
AGM Saturday 28th April 2007 
 

The Annual General Meeting was held at 
Ian & Dianne's home in Burwood. 

Despite the forecast of "serious rain" it 
turned out to be a lovely "BBQ-friendly" day and 
was enjoyed by all attendees.    

People gathered from all over Victoria and 
many interstate visitors were particularly 
welcomed.  They included:- 
·  Wendy & Mervyn Grant from Buderim , 

QLD  
·  Toni & Troy Grant with their children Taylor 

& Hamish, from Dubbo, NSW 
·  Jeanette & Keith White from Tocumwal, 

NSW 
 

The food was delicious (Ian was the BBQ 
king) and the drinks were enjoyed by all in a 
very pleasant spacious garden setting. 
There was a very brief formal AGM meeting 
where Bob chaired the meeting.  He gave a brief 
outline of how he came to establish and grow the 
current Society.  He also thanked Ian & Dianne 
Grant for hosting the AGM.  He formally 
stepped down as Convenor.  Elections were held, 
and the new office bearers were elected and are 
listed at the end of the Newsletter. 

Sue Hateley was elected Convenor.  Sue 
thanked Bob for his efforts in establishing the 
Clan and bringing it to this stage of 
development.  Sue proposed that Bob be 
awarded honorary lifetime membership for his 

excellent work.  The motion was agreed 
unanimously. 

Sue promised to do her best, with the 
support of the new committee, to take the Clan 
forward. 

The official meeting ended and everyone 
returned to socialising, consuming delightful 
desserts and posing for the AGM photos.  
Thanks to our hosts, it was a most enjoyable day 
and we look forward to seeing everyone at the 
next AGM. 
 
Tribute to Bob Grant (R. J. Grant) 
 

 
 

Without the perseverance and dedicated 
effort of Bob Grant, the Clan Grant Society 
(Australia) would not exist to this day. 

 
Some former Clan Grant Societies of 

Australia and New Zealand had been organised 
in the early 1980's and functioned for around 10 
years.  The Australian Society folded with the 
death of Chairman Doug Grant and his wife in 
Sydney in 1992.
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Bob visited Scotland in 2004 and was asked 
by the UK Secretary, Robert Grant, to reactivate 
the Clan Society in Australia.  Bob undertook the 
task and, with support from some other Grants 
he knew and some internet contacts, he formed a 
committee in 2004 and breathed life into the 
Clan development.  Sadly, the committee could 
not access the previous Australian Grant Society 
information and the new Society was built from 
the ground-up under Bob's strong guidance and 
the support of other Scottish Clans within 
Australia.  

Bob also established close relationships with 
overseas Clans in the UK, USA and Canada, and 
has organised the interchange of information and 
articles and awareness of the Australian clan.  He 
developed the Clan Newsletter and sought 
interesting articles from the world-wide Clan 
Grant societies. 
 

Bob's vision was to develop the Clan with 
aims to:- 

·  Cultivate a spirit of friendship among 
members 

·  Provide a means of communication 
between them, and  

·  foster a sense of pride in the noble and 
long history of the Clan. 

 
Whilst the Clan is normally open to those 

with hereditary links to the name of Grant or to 
the family name of one of the Septs (see latter 
article), the membership of our Clan is open to 
anyone interested in the Clan and the aims of the 
Society. 

Unfortunately, Bob's health has deteriorated 
over the last few years to a point where he is 
unable to continue his active role as Convenor. 
The new committee, elected at the recent AGM, 
will now take over the role of active Clan 
development with Bob providing valuable input, 
without him having to be involved in the day to 
day running of the Clan Grant Society. 
 

The Clan members wish to acknowledge the 
great contribution that Bob has made to the 
Society and we wish him well in managing his 
ailment. 
 
 
 

WELCOME NEW CLAN MEMBERS 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following new 
Clan Members and also some previously lapsed 
members- 
 Ben Heyward from Red Cliffs 
 Keith and Jeanette White from Tocumwal  
 Neil Grant from Templestowe 
 Julie and Geoffrey Grante from Langkoop 
 Troy, Ken and Hamish Grant from Dubbo 
 Grant Angus from Blackburn 
 
Please Note:  2007 / 2008 memberships are Now 
Due.  Refer Membership form attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HIGHLAND GATHERINGS & GAMES 
 

There have been a number of Highland 
Gatherings conducted since the previous 
Newsletter report.  These are great events that 
include a large number of exciting activities and 
displays.  The finale is the massed Highland 
Bands event that brings a "lump to your throat" 
upon hearing the skirl of the pipes and the beat 
of the drums!    

We always arrange to have a Clan Grant 
information tent at each of the gatherings -  
manned by volunteers, who spend the day 
meeting and greeting visitors, and answering all 
questions "Scottish".   Bart Grant organises the 
tent.  Thanks to his excellent organisational skills 
he arranged to share the tent with the 
MacDondald Clan and the Victorian Scottish 
Union at the Daylesford event, which was a great 
success.  We also profited from a successful 
raffle of a bottle of Glenfiddich Special Reserve 
Malt Whisky!    

The other Highland Gatherings attended 
were Berwick in February, Geelong ( 150th 
Anniversary ) in March and also the Ringwood 
Highland Games held in late March.  
 
 

Sadly, IAN GRANT, a former member, 
passed away in February this year.   Ian was 
Neil's father,  The Society  extends it's 
deepest sympathy to all members of the 
family. 
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CLAN GRANT BANNER 
 

 
Bob and Sue with the unfinished Banner  

(Gold braid is yet to be attached to the lower 
edge) 

 
Part of a generous donation given by Robert 

Grant, ex-Secretary of the UK Society, was used 
to fund the tartan.  Sue and a friend have done 
the work. 
 

The actual story behind the making of the 
Banner, as related by Sue Hateley, is as follows- 
 

In the early days of our Society our “banner” 
was a small laminated photocopy of the clan 
tartan and Urquart on Loch Ness castle, taken 
from a booklet. This, nailed to a stick was 
sufficient for a short time but as we started to 
attend Highland Games it soon became apparent 
that something more along the lines of a proper 
banner was needed.  Other clans had banners 
made from their tartan and the clan crest was 
usually appliquéd or embroidered onto it. They 
all stood proudly arranged in numerous 
ingenious devices to keep them upright on what 
seemed to be very windy days at every Highland 
Gathering we attended. 

So--- I volunteered to make a banner, It 
can’t be too hard surely? At first I thought I 
would paint one, but the fabric needed would be 
too stiff to billow on a windy day. Then I got out 
the Yellow Pages and let my fingers do the 
walking. That led to many “no, can’t help you”, 
as no one seemed to have any idea what I was 

talking about.  I followed some hopeful leads 
and covered many kilometres in my voyage of 
discovery. 

Then my husband Barry and I went to the 
Berwick Highland Games, and armed with a 
camera I took photos of banners and he took note 
of poles, posts, hanging arrangements and in-
ground devices. I also brought home a business 
card and later rang Sydney and ordered a metre 
of Grant tartan. I had to wait for ages for 
delivery and pondered how best to make a 
banner!!!  How big is a banner and how do I get 
a crest on it? I googled “clan banners” and got 
the approximate size, a banner is measured in 
squares apparently. Then I took some Clan Grant 
prints of the insignia to a specialist photocopy 
business and had them blown up to size. 

I spent a few days looking at my 
preparations and then bundled up all the bits and 
went to visit a friend who is an excellent 
appliqué and needlework person, put it all on her 
sewing table along with a vague description of 
what I wanted and a copy of the clan Fraser 
banner on which I modelled ours, had a cup of 
coffee and left!! (I know my limits). 

When Anne Anderson brought the finished 
banner back I was so pleased, she had done a 
fantastic job of the whole banner. Barry and I 
had many discussions on how to actually attach 
the banner to the pole, how high should it be, 
how heavy? The device to anchor it into the 
ground is a holder for surf fishing rods. Trial and 
error has brought us to what we have today and 
when I can find some long gold braid for the 
bottom, our banner will be complete. 

 
Sue Hateley 
 

 
SCOTTISH SOCIETIES AND CLANS OF 

VICTORIA 
56TH ANNUAL HIGHLAND BALL 

 
The ball was held at the Williamstown 

Town Hall on the 4th of May, 2007. 
The Clan members "stood fast" and occupied 3 
tables, our best attendance to date. 

It was a great night of celebration with 
pleasant  company, a great band, good food and 
excellent displays of Highland Pipe Bands and 
Scottish dancing,  The 'informal' dancing was 
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enjoyed by all.  Bart set the right atmosphere by 
offering a "wee dram" of the best whisky to the 
Clan attendees. 
Ian Grant's table lasted to the wee hours of 
closing time, 12:30am! 
 
What's coming up?  Mark your diaries 
 
·  Yarrawonga Scottish Ball, 

Yarrawonga Town Hall, 23rd June, 
2007  
Phone Mulwala Visitor Centre on 
5744 1989 for details and bookings. 

·  Brunswick Scots Clan Ball at the 
Brunswick Town Hall, 29th June, 2007  
Phone Esther Hurley 9306-5247 for 
details and bookings. 

 
WORLD HAGGIS RECORD! 
 

A New Zealand butcher claims to have 
made a record haggis weighing 98.25kg! 
The haggis is 100 times the average size and is 
large enough to feed several thousand people. 
Leckies Butchery, in Dunedin, evidently used an 
ox stomach, instead of the usual sheep stomach. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS BART 
 
Bart Grant has been appointed Treasurer to the 
Council of Clans Australasia Inc.  Well done. 
 
SEPTS of the Grant Clan: 
 

The word sept is officially a corruption of 
sect, however, it means a division of a family or 
clan.  In Scotland, a sept is usually a family that 
is absorbed into a clan for mutual benefit.  So 
you don't have to have the surname Grant to be a 
member of the Grant Clan.  The following 
families are acknowledged septs of the Clan. 
 
ALLAN, ALLEN, ALAN :  From old Gaelic 
"all", rock or from the Norman name Alan; Alan 
Fergant being one of the first Bretons to come 
with William the conqerer to England. 
 
BISSET, BISSETT:  Origin from old French 
"bis" rock dove.   From the English name Bisey, 

the Bissets came to Scotland to to seek their 
fortune in the 12th century. 
 
BOWIE, BUI:  Of Gaelic origin, "buidhe" 
yellow or fair-haired.  The main seat of Grants is 
in Strathspey and the Bowies of Strathspey are a 
sept of the Grants. 
 
GILROY:  From the Gaelic "gille ruaidh", red-
haired lad. 
 
MACALLAN:  From Gaelic "MacAilin", son of 
Allan.  Connected to the Grant's through Allan, 
son of Sir John de Grant 
 
MACGILROY, MAGILROY, MACILROY, 
MACELROY:  From Gaelic "Mac  Guille 
ruaidh", son of the red haired lad. 
 
MACKERRON, MACKERN:  Diminutive of 
Machileran / Machilerran, son of the servant of 
Ciaran.  Clan Cirian is a sept of the Grant of 
Dellachapple. 
 
PRATT:  The name is either derived from the 
Old French "pre", meadow dweller, or from Old 
English 'praett", a wile or stratagem. Pratts 
probably came to Scotland with the Bissets and 
were neighbours of the Grants and the Bissetts. 
 
SUTTIE:  Probably a derivative of  Suthie, but 
also possibly from Suddy or Suddie in 
Knockbain.  Sir James Suttie succeeded his Aunt 
Janet Grant and assumed the additional surname 
and arms of Grant. 
 
GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH HOWLERS 
 

The AIGS (Australian Institute of 
Geneological Studies), Family History 
Department, published some actual 
correspondence, received from people 
researching their ancestors.  Some are featured 
below. 
·  He and his daughter are listed as not being 

born 
 
·  I would like to find out if I have any living 

relatives or dead relatives or ancestors in my 
family 
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·  Will you send me a list of all the Dripp's in 

your Library 
 
·  My Grandfather died at the age of 3 
 
·  The wife of #22 could not be found.  

Somebody suggested that she might have 
been stillborn - what do you think? 

 
·  I am mailing you my aunt and uncle and 3 of 

their children 
 
·  Will you please send me the name of my first 

wife?  I have forgotten her name. 
 
·  We lost our Grandmother; will you please 

send us a copy? 
 
 
TREES FOR LIFE 
 

Adrian Grant, Treasurer of the Clan Grant 
Society, UK has advised us of the following 
initiative to reforest a former Grant region, 
Dundreggan, in Scotland.   

The following article is presented for your 
information.  
 
1509 - 2009 Let's help reforest Dundreggan 
by Adrian Grant 
 

One of the more well known bits of Grant 
history is that in 1509 King James IV gave 
Glenmoriston and Glenurquhart to John "Bard 
Roy" Grant. While Glenurquhart devolved upon 
John's third son, also John, founder of the Grants 
of Corriemony and Sheuglie, Glenmoriston 
became the fiefdom of the powerful Grant of 
Glenmoriston, descendants of Bard Roy's eldest 
(illegitimate) son John Mor. So the year 2009 
will mark the quincentenary of the Grants' 
acquisition of this area. 

In recent times even the last vestiges of the 
Glenmoriston estate have been disposed of, but 
even before that time, estates within the estate 
had been sold. One such was Dundreggan.  

Since the mid 1800’s Dundreggan had been 
run as a traditional sporting estate. The main 
attraction at Dundreggan was the old 
Dundreggan Lodge. It was an impressive 

structure; typical of its time, complete with 23 
bedrooms, 3 public rooms and adjoining stables. 
It had all the usual refinements, including a 
country garden growing fruit, vegetables and 
herbs. It even had a large croquet lawn, part of 
which is still visible today. 

Shortly after returning from action in the 
Second World War, a local man, Donnie 
Campbell, took over the farm tenancy of 
Dundreggan Lower Ground from his parents 
who stayed in Dundreggan Cottage. A short 
while later he had the opportunity to buy the 
farm at Dundreggan, which included The Old 
Lodge, whilst Glenmoriston Estate retained 
ownership of the hill ground. By this time (the 
late 1960’s) Dundreggan Lodge had fallen in to 
such a state of disrepair that it had to be 
demolished. Donnie built the present keeper’s 
house on the site of the old Lodge and Donnie’s 
sister Alice continued to live in the cottage. In 
1969, Donnie and Alma sold a small corner of a 
field on the west side of the original lodge to a 
family from Aberdeenshire, who built a house 
there. It is this house that is now referred to as 
Dundreggan Lodge. 

Mr & Mrs Campbell worked the farm until 
the late 1970’s when Donnie sold it, because of 
ill health. Over the next few years the Italian 
businessman who had bought the farm purchased 
Dundreggan Hill Ground from Glenmoriston 
Estate and also the new Lodge house when it 
came up for sale. Dundreggan Land was then set 
up as a company in Liechtenstein. The owner 
enjoyed his sporting pursuits at Dundreggan until 
1991, when he sold the estate to the Amos 
family, also from Italy. They changed the 
company name to Dundreggan Estate Ltd., but it 
was still registered in Liechtenstein.  

In the mid 1990’s the upper Dalchreichart 
Hill Ground was acquired, and in 2001 the 
Dalchreichart Plantation was purchased, thus 
bringing together an area of approximately 
10,000 acres. It is this expanse of land that is 
now called Dundreggan Estate.  

This estate is currently being purchased by a 
Charity called "Trees for Life" based in Findhorn 
- for full details see their website at 
http://www.treesforlife.org.uk/index.shtml 

All the money is now in place for the 
purchase to go through and then their plan is to 
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restore the whole area to ancient Caledonain 
Forest. But of course they need funds to do this.  

Global Warming and Carbon Offset in high 
profile at the moment so this is a particularly 
good time to be helping to restore such 
woodland. In this case the plan is that the trees 
will NEVER be cut down - so the carbon 
sequestration will be permanent.  

Not only that, but restoring the forest to its 
natural state, will maximise the opportunity for 
re-establishing biodiversity - the most number of 
different species of plant and animal.  

This happy coincidence means that this is an 
ideal time for you to help set the world to rights! 

Wouldn't it be great to see a large Clan 
Grant Society grove (or groves) planted in 2009 
to celebrate our quincentenary? The trees would 
be in place for anyone coming to the 
International Gathering in 2010 to visit "our" 
trees. As the Website shows each tree costs just 
£5.  
 
Note: The Clan Grant committee will review this  
request and examine possible funding scenarios 
if members express  interest in helping with this 
project.  
 
 
AN AUSSIE TARTAN!!!!!!   
 
Let's down a "wee dram" to salute the  

Australian National Tartan! 
 

It's official; the new Aussie Tartan has been 
registered as number 2742 in the Scottish 
Tartans World Register. 

 
The tartan was launched at the 30th Annual 

Highland Gathering at Bundanoon in April. 
The Chieftain of the Day, British High 

Commissioner, and proud Scot, Helen Liddell, 
officially unveiled the tartan. 

 
The tartan was the brainchild of Mrs Betty 

Johnston who wanted to achieve an official, 
accredited and recognised National Tartan.  She 
sought guidance from the Protocol Department 
in Canberra. 
 

 
 
The tartan, shown above, features the following 
colours, 
 
·  red, white and blue colours from our flag and 

the time James Cook first raised the Union 
Jack flag on Australian soil. 

·  six white stripes that represent the Southern 
Cross constellation, which also includes our 
Federation/Commonwealth Star 

·  red and white stripes depicting the Red Cross 
of St George (England) on a white 
background  

·  a white diagonal cross represents St Andrew 
(Scotland) on a dark blue background  

·  red diagonal cross denotes St Patrick 
(Ireland). 

·  green and gold (These colours were formerly 
proclaimed by the Australian Government as 
National colours in 1984 following many 
requests for traditional sporting colours)  

·  black stripes represent Australia's early 
beginnings as a convict settlement - a dark 
era of our history. 

 
The blue and green colours depict nature 

and form the background of the tartan. These 
colours were selected, as Australians tend to 
view mostly blue skies and green trees.  

Congratulations to Betty Johnston for her 
vision and effort in developing our National 
Tartan. 
 
More Information:  
·  Mrs Betty Johnston - (02) 6226-8123 
·  www.highlandsnsw.com.au/brigadoon/   
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Published by  
The Clan Grant Society (Australia) 
  
The Clan Grant Society (Australia) is formed 
under the authority of The Right Honourable 
The Lord Strathspey, Clan of Grant, and 
Chief of Clan Grant 
 
COMMITTEE 
Convenor: Sue Hateley 
 Address:  
 32 Redfern Crescent, Mulgrave, Vic 3170 
 Phone:  (03) 9560 1120 
 Email: hateley1@bigpond.net.au  
Secretary:  
 Dianne Grant 
Public Relations/Liaison & Scottish Events:  
 Bart Grant 
Treasurer:  
 Ian Grant 
Legal, Constitution: 
  Rt. Rev James Grant  AM 
Membership: 
  Sue Hateley 
Newsletter:  
 Robert W Grant  (Bob) 
Family History & Research:  
 Delphine Grant 
Committee Members: 
  Rev G. C. Grant (Mick) 
Queensland Representative:  
 Mervyn Grant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aims of the Clan Grant Society 
 

·  Cultivate a spirit of friendship 
among members 

·  Provide a means of communication 
between them, and  

·  foster a sense of pride in the noble 
and long history of the Clan. 

 
 
Clan Symbol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motto 
 

STAND FAST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor's Note:  Many thanks to everyone who 
provided ideas & articles for this newsletter.  In 
particular, thanks to Neil and Ian Grant for 
providing photos of the AGM. 
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Brenda Cawte, Margaret White, Wendy 
Grant & Toni Grant 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Robyn Erskine, Bruce & Margaret Grant 
 
 
 

Who's who at the AGM? 
Back Row Left: Bruce,  Robyn,  Margaret,  Keith,  Jeanette,  Judy,  Bob,  Sue 

Centre Rows: Neil,  Troy,  Toni,  Ian,  Dianne,  Brenda,  Bob,  Wendy,  Mervyn,  Wendy,  Mick 
Front:  Nicholas,  Hamish,  Taylor   On the Steps: Bart (top), Jim (bottom) 

Snaps of the Day 
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Neil Grant, wearing his spectacular Clan 
outfit. 

Note the beautiful Trews! (trousers) 
 
(Neil & Robyn are planning a spectacular 
wedding in Scotland next year - we will keep 
you informed.) 
 

 
 
 
Bruce & Margaret Grant, Robyn Erskine & 

Neil Grant, Jeanette & Keith Grant 
 
 
 

 
 

Bob Grant, Mick Grant (Rev G), Wendy 
Grant & Bart Grant 

 
 

 
 

Keith White & Troy Grant 
 

 
 
 

Dianne Grant (our Hostess) & Sue Hateley



       THE CLAN GRANT SOCIETY  (Australia) 
 Correspondence:  The Clan Grant Society (Australia), 
 32 Redfern Crescent, Mulgrave, Victoria, 3170 

 Phone: (03) 9560 1120,   E-mail:  hateley1@bigpond.net.au 
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